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Summary Information

Repository Ouachita Baptist University Library

Creator Law, Ethel Fitch, 1902-

Title Ethel Fitch Law naive art and other materials

Date 1977-1998

Extent 7.97 Cubic feet 11 archival boxes and 3 artifacts

Language English

Language of Materials English

Graphic materials [Box] 1-11

Preferred Citation

Ethel Fitch Law naive art and photographs. Ouachita Baptist University Collection. Riley-Hickingbotham
Special Collections, Ouachita Baptist University, Arkadelphia, Arkansas.



Ethel Fitch Law naive art and other materials  OBU.0028

- Page 4 -

Biographical / Historical note

Ethel Fitch Law was born on March 1, 1902. When she was only 18 months old her family moved from
Texas to Arkansas by covered wagon. Her family has deep roots in American history. One of her Fitch
ancestors was a man who helped invent the steam engine. Her great-great uncle John Fitch was a pioneer
of United States steamboat transportation. He was able to produce a serviceable steamboat before Robert
Fulton, the man credited for creating one of the first workable steamboats. Law’s grandmother was an
actress who happened to miss the chance to get on board the Titanic. She was standing in line when the
passenger list became full with only two people ahead of her. For over seventy-one years Law lived in
Patterson, Arkansas, with her husband Wallace (a master carpenter), and with their two sons and two
daughters. Early in her life she attended high school in Sulphur Rock, Arkansas, where she rode a pony
to school and studied to become a teacher. Unfortunately she missed one subject and was never able to
become a teacher. Instead she became a local preacher for sixty-eight years at the Pentecostal church
Jesus Name Church. She was known for working with United States Weather Service, where she charted
the rise and fall of Cache River. Law is also known for writing an autobiography, building houses in the
Patterson area with her sister Agnes Bice, writing songs and poems as well as books about Patterson,
DeView, Grays and other Arkansas areas. Most of her writing is stored in Woodruff County Library.
She was also known for her folk art where she took different items that she could find such as tin cans,
newspapers and other materials and made them into art work. She is known for saying “I’m a keeper of
everything; everything can be used in some way.”

Scope and Contents

This collection contains samples of Law’s folk art, collections, and photographs of her home and other
art projects. The collection also has samples of some of her handmade clothing and decorative wall art as
well as newspaper articles about Law. Included are several items that Law collected over the years such as
arrow heads, old army men figurines, buttons and some plastic jewelry.

Other materials found in this collection are photographs, newspaper clippings, and personal belongings.
The photographs show the scope of her art work, what her home looked like, the clothing she made,
and pictures of her. There are two newspaper clipping dealing with Law’s life in the Patterson area of
Arkansas. Personal items include her sewing box that she used for her folk art and a silver spoon.

There was no discernible order to the materials; therefore, the collection was organized according to
the type of material. Other materials such as her sewing box and her button collection were left in their
original casing, while others such as the arrow head and plastic jewelry were placed into smaller boxes.
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Administrative Information

Publication Information

Ouachita Baptist University Library

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is open for research. Manuscripts may only be photopcopied by Special Collections staff.

Conditions Governing Use

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any publication
of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written permission. Requests
for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head of Special Collections, Riley-
Hickingbotham Library, 410 Ouachita Street, Box 3742, Arkadelphia, Arkansas 71998-001. When
permission is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the Riley-Hickingbotham
Library Special Collections.

Controlled Access Headings

Subject(s)

• Art, Naive.
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Collection Inventory

Series I. 1977-1998: Newspaper clippings 

Series II. Undated: Photographs 

Series III. Undated: Framed 3D objects 

Series IV. Undated: Framed wall art 

Series V. Undated: Personal items 

Series VI. Undated: Art samples 


